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7RP�'XQFDQ��RULJLQDOO\�ERUQ�LQ�6FRWODQG��LV�QRZ�LQ�KLV�HLJKWLHV±ROG�HQRXJK�WR�KDYH EHHQ�D�YHU\�
\RXQJ�FKLOG�GXULQJ�WKH�KDUURZLQJ�\HDUV�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU��+H PRYHG�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
LQ�������DQG�QRZ�OLYHV�LQ�:HVWEHWK��WKH�DUWLVWV¶  DSDUWPHQW�VWXGLR�FRPSRXQG��LQ�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\¶V�
:HVW�9LOODJH��7KHUH��KH�FRQVWUXFWV YLWULQHV�FRQWDLQLQJ�GUDPDWLF�VFHQHV��PRUH�WKDQ�D�IHZ�RI�ZKLFK�
DOOXGH�WR�ORFDO�HYHQWV UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�ZDU��+LV�DUW��EHDXWLIXOO\�FUDIWHG��FDQQRW�EH�VDLG�WR�DOLJQ�ZLWK�
WKH FRQFHSWXDO�GULYH�RI�PXFK�RI�WRGD\¶V�DUW��,QVWHDG��KLV�ZRUN�RFFXSLHV�D�KLJKO\ LQWHUHVWLQJ��
SHUKDSV�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SODFH��ZKLFK�FDQQRW�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�VHOI�WDXJKW� EXW�ZKLFK�
FRPPXQLFDWHV�DQ�HPRWLRQDO�GLUHFWQHVV��EDVHG�RQ�D�QDwYH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI IRUP�DQG�QDUUDWLYH��
WKDW�OLQNV�WKH�LPDJHU\�DQG�VWRULHV�WR�D�KLJKO\�SHUVRQDO�RXWORRN��



Tom Duncan (b. 1939), Portrait of Tom with a Migraine Headache (No. 3), 2020, 
Found objects, acrylic, graphite, collage and tin cutouts, 42.5 x 25.75 x 2 inches



3RUWUDLW�RI�7RP�ZLWK�D�0LJUDLQH���������LV�D�GRXEOH�UHOLHI��FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�IRXQG�REMHFWV� FROODJH��
DQG�WLQ�FXWRXWV��7KH�ZRUN�FRQVLVWV�RI�WZR�UHOLHIV±�JUHHQ�RQ�WKH�YHUVR�DQG�UHG RQ�WKH�UHFWR��7KH�
WZR�EXVWV�DUH�SODFHG�ZLWKLQ�D�IUDPH�ZLWK�FXUYLQJ�HPEHOOLVKPHQWV� &RQVLGHUDEOH�RSHQ�VSDFH�
RFFXUV��%RWK�ILJXUHV¶�ERGLHV�LQFRUSRUDWH�IRXQG�REMHFWV�WKDW PDNH�WKHLU�WRUVRV�PRUH�LQWULFDWH��
HYHQ�LI�ZH�GRQ¶W�UHDOO\�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKHVH�REMHFWV V\PEROL]H��7KHLU�KHDGV��WRR��DUH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�
XQNQRZDEOH�WKLQJV±DQ�REYLRXV�UHIHUHQFH WR�WKH�PLJUDLQH�'XQFDQ�LV�UHIHUULQJ�WR��7KH�
PDQXIDFWXUH�RI�WKH�VFXOSWXUH�LV�IDLUO\ URXJK��\HW�WKH�RYHUDOO�HIIHFW�LV�FXOWLYDWHG�LQ�VRPH�
LGLRV\QFUDWLF��QHDUO\���WK�FHQWXU\ PDQQHU��'XQFDQ�FRPPXQLFDWHV�WKH�PLJUDLQH�LQ�VXEWOH�ZD\V�
GHVSLWH�WKH�ZRUN¶V�DXUD�RI GLUHFWQHVV���

7KH�PRYLQJ�VFXOSWXUH�FDOOHG�0XPP\��:K\�DUH�WKH�*HUPDQ�3ULVRQHUV�RI�:DU�DW�0DVV ZLWK�8V"�
�������LV�DQ�RSHQ��PL[HG�PHGLD�WDEOHDX�YLYDQW�IRXU�LQFKHV�GHHS��7KH�FHQWHU RI�WKH�LPDJH�FRQVLVWV�
RI�WKUHH�PHQ��LQ�S\UDPLGDO�DUUDQJHPHQW�DQG�HFFOHVLDVWLFDO�GUHVV� VWDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�DOWDU��
'XQFDQ��SRUWUD\HG�DV�D�VPDOO�ER\��KROGV�WKH�KDQG�RI�KLV PRWKHU��ZKR�ZHDUV�D�FRDW�DQG�D�VFDUI��
%RWK�VWDQG�ZLWK�WKHLU�EDFNV�WRZDUG�WKH�YLHZHU��2Q�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�DLVOH�DUH�PHQ��PDQ\�
EHDUGHG�DQG�VRPH�LQ�QDYDO�XQLIRUP� WKH\�DUH�*HUPDQ�SULVRQHUV�ZDWFKHG�RYHU�E\�D�VLQJOH�PDQ�
ZLWK�D�JXQ��'HVSLWH�WKH�IDFW WKDW�WKH�YLVLWRUV�DUH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�PDVV��WKH�PDQ�ZLWK�D�JXQ�DQG�WKH�
VPDOO�IDFVLPLOHV�RI ULIOHV�DQG�PRWRUF\FOHV�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�IUDPH�HQFLUFOLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�
PDNH�LW FOHDU�WKDW�HYHQ�LQ�6FRWODQG��IDU�DZD\�IURP�WKH�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�WKH�KRVWLOLWLHV 
ZHUH�WDNLQJ�SODFH��ZDU�KDG�PDGH�LWV�PDUN��

$QRWKHU�ZRUN��ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�WLWOH�DV�WKH�ILUVW�UHOLHI�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�UHYLHZ��3RUWUDLW RI�7RP�ZLWK�
D�0LJUDLQH��ZDV�PDGH�LQ�������,W�VKRZV�D�URERW�OLNH�IRUP�LQ�ZKLWH� FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�VHYHUDO�ER[�
VKDSHG�REMHFWV�VWDFNHG�RQ�WRS�RI�HDFK�RWKHU��7KHUH�LV�D�KHDG DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�FROXPQ��EXW�LW�ORRNV�
PRUH�OLNH�DQ�DQLPDO�WKDQ�D�SHUVRQ��7KH�KHDG� ZKLFK�KDV�GLVFHUQLEOH�IHDWXUHV��JLYHV�VRPH�KXPDQ�
JUDYLW\�WR�WKH�REMHFW��EXW�LW�DOVR VXJJHVWV�D�ZLOG�EDFNJURXQG±ZH�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�WKH�ZRUN�LV�D�VHOI�
SRUWUDLW��RU�D�JKDVWO\ FUHDWXUH�LQ�SDLQ��$�QXPEHU�RI�SLSH�OHQJWKV�H[WHQG�IURP�WKH�VFXOSWXUH¶V�
PLGULII�WR�WKH SHGHVWDO��7KH�ODWWHU��VKDSHG�LQ�LUUHJXODU�EXW�VWUDLJKW�HGJHG�IRUPV��VXSSRUWV�WKH�
ZRUN� QHDUO\�����LQFKHV�KLJK��:KLOH�WKH�WLWOH�PDNHV�LW�FOHDU�WKH�ZRUN�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�DUWLVW KLPVHOI��
WKHUH�LV�DOVR�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKHVH�ZRUNV�DUH�HPEOHPDWLF�RI�WKH�KXPDQ FRQGLWLRQ�LQ�JHQHUDO��7KH�
VHHPLQJ�ODFN�RI�DFDGHPLF�SROLVK�LQ�PDQ\�RI�'XQFDQ¶V VFXOSWXUHV�PD\�IRRO�WKH�FDVXDO�DUW�YLHZHU�
LQWR�DVVXPLQJ�KH�ZDQWV�GLUHFW communication between him and his audience. But that is not 
truly the case. Instead, it might be surmised that his raw approach to the work is a way of 
connecting with a larger viewership than those typically engaging in the fine arts sphere. 



Tom Duncan (b. 1939), Portrait of Tom with a Migraine Headache, 2013, 
Mixed media, 128.5 x 61.5 inches



'XQFDQ�LV�DQ�DUWLVW�ZKR�PD\�ZHOO�KDYH�VXEMXJDWHG�KLV�VNLOOV�LQ�IDYRU�RI�D�GLUHFWQHVV WKDW�VSHDNV�
WR�KLV�YLHZHUV�VRFLDOO\�DV�ZHOO�DV�HVWKHWLFDOO\��+H�PDNHV�DUW�FDSDEOH�RI FURVVLQJ�EURDG�JURXQG��
7KLV�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�LV�FHQWUDO�WR�RXU�FXOWXUDO�HIIRUWV�DW SUHVHQW��ZKLFK�VHHN�D�GHPRFUDWLF�
HOHPHQW�DERYH�DOO�HOVH��:0
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