
Frank Walter 
Born 1929, Antigua; died 2009, Antigua. 
 
Frank Walter was born Francis Archibald Wentworth Walter on Horsford Hill, Antigua. A 
descendant of enslaved persons and plantation owners and burdened with the distinction of being 
the first person of color to be a manager of a sugar plantation on the island of Antigua, Walter 
struggled with his identity and place in the world. Torn between his Black Caribbean ancestry and 
his Northern Europe heritage, he embarked on a tour of Europe and the UK between 1953 and 
1961 in search of his familial roots. Unprepared for the racism he experienced, he returned to 
Antigua where he worked as a photographer, frame maker, and artist before designing and building 
a home, art studio, and garden in a remote location on Bailey’s Hill in Antigua in 1993. Suffering 
from mental illness, he took refuge in self-imposed artistic isolation: forsaking all social expectations, 
he dedicated his time to writing, recording, carving, and painting the fertile landscape and the 
people he encountered as well as envisioning and reflecting upon his philosophical universe. 
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